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Logline
Haunted by the horrific memory of an abusive father, 
four brothers must face their dark past before it 
destroys them.

Vision Statement
Our goals are…
 
To tell Forgiving a Goodman in a way that articulates Christ’s forgiveness 
through Mark Goodman’s testimony of searching for meaning, direction, 
and purpose. 

To craft a story of su!ering and abuse that does not alienate or shock 
audiences, but draws them in with candid, heartfelt, and even comedic 
moments of tenderness and truth. Through Forgiving a Goodman’s 
character development our audience will discover that no one is ever 
outside the reach of God’s grace and love.

To touch our audience with the message that Jesus cares for His children 
and has laid down His life to demonstrate His love for them. He will most 
assuredly comfort, vindicate, and heal them. 
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From 16 to however old Mark is, 
to however old Mark’s father 
was, God’s grace is available. No 
one moves outside or sins their 
way outside the circle of His 
unconditional love and grace.

- Andy Stanley
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Backstory
Mark Goodman and his three older 
brothers Jim, Bob, and Mike struggle 
together in a dark childhood, marred 
by the terrors of a veteran father 
who deals with his PTSD through 
drunken violence towards his 
family. The boys learn to cope with 
the situation by avoiding home as 
much as possible, until one night 
their battered mother warns them 
that their father is coming to kill 
them. It is then that Mark leaves his 
childhood home to become a man 
on his own terms.

Journeying from Detroit to California 
with his brother Mike, the two 
brothers have the time of their 
lives as homeless street performers; 
stealing and begging for food, 
meeting wise allies and deceptive 
scoundrels, all the while discovering 
the truths of the world and learning 
what it means to be a man. It is 

during this time that Mark discovers faith 
in God through an unlikely evangelist, 
a pot-smoking hippie musician. 

Mark’s charismatic personality propels 
him to success, establishing an array of 
successful career stints while finding the 
love of a woman. It seems that the demons 
of his past have been slain until Mark 
receives the worst phone call of his life. 
His brother, Bob, informs him that this is 
the last time they will speak together and 
thanks Mark for the love that he gave. 
Bob then takes his own life.

The three remaining brothers come 
together for Bob’s funeral, having not 
seen one another for many years. It is in 
the midst of their grief that their father 
returns. Though now aged and terminally 
ill, he has become a Christian and 
learned first hand the unlimited grace 
of God’s forgiveness.
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The brothers must now deal with the past. 
There is no escape, no more running away. 
They must either embrace the true identity 
of forgiveness and the Gospel, or continue 
the downward spiral into the darkness of 
bitterness and resentment. Mark’s brother 
Jim has a final conversation with his 
father, cursing him to hell on his deathbed 
and storming out of the hospital. Mike 
has regressed into deep schizophrenia, 
embracing fantasies as a preference to 
dealing with reality. But Mark, after much 
soul searching, approaches his father and 
shows him true grace. The two unite as 
father and son for the first time. The two 
weep tears of joy over the freedom found 
in the power of forgiveness.

Afterwards Mark finds that the burdens 
on his heart have been lifted, that the 
bitterness and fears from the past have 
been truly defeated by the power of the 
Gospel. After years of being a believer, 
he decides to wrap up some unfinished 
business to express his new found 
freedom: he is baptized in a church 
congregation, telling his story and the 
power of forgiveness that continues to 
heal broken lives to this day.
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T he Film
Forgiveness is a mouth service given just as easily as it 
is discarded. We say “I forgive you” when what we really 
mean is “I’m going to hold this against you.” And we do.
We hold onto abuses like big, awkward bricks in our pockets. 
Shu"ing along, staggering, but getting by. We live like 
this—weighted down by grief, shackled by the shame of 
abuse. But what if we were never meant to carry this weight?

Forgiving a Goodman is a deeply moving exploration of 
human pain and the freedom comes with true forgiveness. 
It’s the story of a monster becoming a hero. It’s a journey 
from rags to redemption.

Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give 
you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am 
gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.  
- Matthew 11:28-29
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T he Documentary
Speak to anyone that has had a conversation with Mark Goodman 
and you’ll hear nothing but accolades. There’s good reason for the 
praise. The Spirit speaks through him. 

Mark draws you into his story like only a man speaking from the 
heart can do, and before you know it, you’re living his story, hanging 
on each word. You’re hoping for resolution. You know it’s coming 
because here is the man living and breathing before you, but how 
could it be? How can this be the same man who lived this unlikely 
life of grace? Mark’s answer is simple. Jesus Christ. 

The Forgiving a Goodman documentary exists to capture Mark in 
all of his candor and charm. It is an explicit presentation of Mark’s 
powerful testimony designed to stir change in those who watch it. 

“My favorite part of Mark’s testimony was when he said thank you to his dad who 
taught him that you’re never too old to experience the grace of God.”

“I can’t begin to imagine all the things you went through. Yours is a story of true 
forgiveness and is an inspiration for everyone.”




